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City of Big Bear Lake 
Building and Safety 

Design Loads and Special Considerations 
 
**All buildings and structures must be designed by a licensed civil or structural 
engineer or architect. 
 
Adopted Uniform Codes 

A. California Building Code Volumes 1 & 2, and Appendices Chapter  B, H, I, & J 
of Volume 2, 2025 edition; 

B. California Wildland-Urban Interface Code, and Appendix C, 2025 edition; 
C. California Residential Code and Appendices Chapter BF, 2025edition; 
D. California Electrical Code 2025 edition; 
E. California Mechanical Code 2025 edition; 
F. California Plumbing Code 2025 edition; 
G. California Energy Code 2025 edition; 
H. California Historical Building Code 2025 edition; 
I. California Fire Code and Appendices Chapter B, BB, C, CC, D, D, H, I, & J 

and errata, 2025 edition; 
J. California Existing Building Code 2025 edition; 
K. California Green Building Standards Code 2025 edition;  
L. California Reference Standards Code 2025 edition; 
M. International Property Maintenance Code 2018 edition; 
N. City of Big Bear Lake Municipal Code which contains amendments and 

additions to the above codes. 
 

 
Soils Investigation Requirements required for:  

1. All new single-family residential, commercial and industrial buildings. 
2. Additions to a commercial or industrial buildings. 

 
A soils investigation is not required for: 

1. A residential room addition or non-habitable accessory structure where the 
allowable foundation and lateral pressure comply with the Category 5 Material 
Classification Soil Properties listed in CBC Table 1806.2 and not subject to 
potential liquefaction or the Slope Density Ordinance. 

2. Exterior Deck not subject to potential liquefaction.   
3. Retaining walls that are designed per Category 5 Material Classification Soil 

Properties listed in CBC Table 1806.2.  Otherwise, retaining walls subjected 
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to vehicle surcharge loads or supporting slopes that are greater than 
1(V):2(H) shall require a soils report.  

Wind  
Go to the ASCE Hazard Tool on the internet to identify the site specific values 
that apply to the project: https://ascehazardtool.org/ 

 
Seismic   

Go to the ASCE Hazard Tool on the internet to identify the site specific values 
that apply to the project: https://ascehazardtool.org/ 
 

Snow Loads  
Go to the ASCE Hazard Tool on the internet to identify the site specific values 
that apply to the project: https://ascehazardtool.org/ 

 
Maximum Rainfall Rate  
 2.5 inches per hour (60-minute duration, 100 year return) 
 
Frost Depth  

18 inches 
 
Title 24 Climate Zone  
 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact the City of Big Bear Lake Building and Safety Division for any 
questions regarding required design criteria.  

 
 

City of Big Bear Lake Civic Center and Performing Arts Center 
Building and Safety 909/866/5831  Fax 909/878/4511  

39707 Big Bear Boulevard, P.O. Box 10000, Big Bear Lake CA 92315-8900  
N:\UserData\2-Group\Building_Safety\Handouts and Forms\Handouts\2025 Design Loads and Special 

Considerations 

https://asce/
https://asce/
https://asce/

